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LONC USED TO
EARTHOUAKES

Golden Gate Metropolis Has
Been Shaken Often
In the Past,

PRESENT WORST EVER KNOWN

Seme of the Skyscrapers and Uther
Bulldiogs Destroyed — Maguificent
City Hall In Ruins—Fires Are
rested by Dynamite—Earth-
quake of 1868 Described
by Mark Twain,

HB recent disastrous earthquake
extending over so large a part
of the Paclifie coast reglon and
wrecking such an extensive

gection of the city of Ban Franclsco

was not the first of these catestrophes
kunown In the western metropolls,
though by all odds the most damaging.

For many years the municipal au-
thoritles refused to permit tall bulld-
ings fo the city beeause of the fear of
earthquakes, several of which had al
ready been experlenced. Finally the
fnterdiction was removed, however,
and a number of skyscrapers resulted.

Prior to 1800 there was hardly a
bullding In excess of five storles and
only a few of that height. Todany there
Is one elghteen stories high and quite
& number from twelve to fourteen
stories,

In the spring of 1808, about 10 o'clock
one night, the city had a selsmic shock
that put to test its high structures. It
was the worst earthquake since 1808,
when for elght or nine blocks on the
main street (Market) the ground was
crucked open severul Inches,

In the upheaval of 1808 the tall build-
Ings were glven a fearful shaking, and
some of thelr occupants were made |
dizzy and slek. The structures were |
uninjured, and ever since that vime |
there has not been so much question |
of the safety of high bulldings of mod- |
ern construction—that s buildings of |
structural Iron frame and facings of |
pressed brick, terra cotta or stone.

It was M. H. De Young, the proprie-
tor and edltor of the Chronlele, who
was the ploncer In this respect, He
met with opposition from the muniel-
pal authoritles fourteen years ago when
he decided to erect a ten story house
for his newspaper, It was belleved to
be n dangerous undertaking because of
the earthquake fear, but Mr, De Young
won out and thereby set an example of
enterprise to other wealthy men who
have since bullt more tall bulldings.
For Instance, D, O. Mills, the New
York banker, who owns a great deal

of Ban Francisco property, has one of
the tallest and. finest structures In the
city,

Claus Spreckels, known throughout
the country as the sugar king and the
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richest 8an Franclscan, owns a lmﬁ&
ing seventeen storles high, commonly
known as the Call bullding. On three
of the corner sites, where Third street
Intersects Market, 18 located the great
Bpreckels bullding, the home of the
Call; the De Young bullding, the home
of the Chronicle, and the Hearst bulld-
ing, occupled by the Examiner, the
three great Paclfic const newspapers
having contributed handsomely to the
bullding development of 8an Franclsco
In recent years, The city now has Its
ghare of tall bulldings, one being eight-
een storles In helght. The major part
of them are elght, ten and twelve sto-
rles, the elght storied being most nu-
merous,

The Call and Examiner bulldings
were almost totally destroyed in the
earthquake and many other skyscrap-
ers were severely shaken, cracked and
damaged.

One of the chlef bulldings which col-
lapsed was the new postoffice, This
was a substantial structure of granlte,
costing to exceed $5,000,000, While
not striking from an architectural
standpoint, the postoffice was Impress-
ive from Its masslveness,

The Postal bullding was badly dam-
aged, and the operating room was a
wreck, Power of every kind wans de
stroyed, and there were no lights, el
ther gas or electric, Nelther the Pal-
ace hotel nor the Bt, Francls wis de
stroyed as far as the framework goes,
but the Inside plastering and decora-
tlons were greatly damaged.

The business section of the clty from
Market street to Misslon street and
from the bay back was almost com-
pletely wrecked,

The most conspleuous bullding In
Ban Franclsco, the elty hall, 1s almost
totully rulned. It cost from $6,000,000
to $7,000,000, took twenty-five years In
construction and was surmounted by
4 dome 832 feet bigh. It was thought
to be very solldly constructed, being
bullt substantially of brick, with the
wallg covered by cement, The Interior
of the dome was decorated with ex-
penslve marbles taken from the Pa-
cific coast mountajns.
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| chasm of fathomless depth.

| except ome belonging to the Postal

| parts of the country farther east and

serlous was liable to happen,

Golden Gate reglon has been doing
som¢ more “settling.”

MARKEY STREET FROM SECOND STREET WEST,

Afother very fne bullding, wnich
coat over $5,000,000, 1s the splendid ho

tel erected by Mrs. Herman Oelrichs
on fashionable Nob bill, Mrs, Oelrichs,
who I8 a daughter of the late Benator
Falr, has shown fine taste In the ar
chitectural plans of Falrmont, the ap-
propriate name of the new hotel. Been
from the bay this structure, with Its
classlec outlines, makes the beholder
think of a Greek temple. White and
graceful, it looms above the busy mar-
ket places, the great wholesale distriet,
the crowded business sectlon and ple-
turesque Chinatown, which, by the
way, Is fast disappearing owing to the
encroachments of commerce and the
dwinditng of the Chinese population,

Other Imposing edifices, many of
which have been more or legs severely
Injured, are the Hotel 8t. Francls, the
Pulace hotel, the Hall of Justice, the
Mutual Bank building, the Paclfic Mu-
tual Life bullding and the L‘ullnghun‘
bullding. The greatest property dam- |
age resulted In the manufacturing dls—‘
,triet and the greatest loss of life In|
the tenement house district. !

The chief street of the city 18 Mur-y
ket, running dlagonally for many miles, |
The destruction of many of the departs |,
ment stores and other business blocks |
on Market and Misslon streets was al-|
most complete, Fire added to the hor |
rors of the sitnation, and, as the water
maing had been burst by the shock,
the fire department was helpless. The
flames ate thelr way along Market
street, and other fires started In differ-
ent parts of the city,

As the earthquake eccurred but a |
little after © o'clock In the morning,
practically the entire population was In |

| bed. Men and women rushed wildly
| forth In thelr night robes and fled in
| punie through the streets, Many were
caught by the falling roofs and walls, |
and In the poorer distriets the tene- |
ments collapsed llke eggshells, crush-
| Ing and suffocating thelr Inmates be-
[ fore they had time to escape. In many
cases fire finlshed the work of death,
catching the vletlms ds they were!
pinned still allve under the debris. |
| To arrest the spread of the fire along
Market street many bulldings were
dynamited.
| The track of one rallrond was de
pressed four feet or more for a dis-
tance of three miles. At one point in
the city the earth eracked open for a
distance of six feet, leaving & yawning

The destruction of all telegraph wires,

union, made It almost Impossible for
the stricken elty to communicate with
the outside world, 'The severe Infury
to the Western Unlon and Postal of-
fices, also the Assoclated Press, greatly
added to the difficulty.

The practical destruction of slx or
elght blocks, coupled' with the Immense
loss of life and damage to property
throughout 8an Francisco and the en-
tire coast reglon, makes this the worst
earthquake disaster In Amerlcan his-
tory, exceeding even the historle
Charleston earthquake of a few years
ago,

8an Franciseo has, suffered from
many slight selsmle shocks, one of
them occurring about a year ago, At
that time a long article appeared in
one of the papers, signed by a pro-
fessor in one of the observatories near
by, stating that there was no partie.
ular danger from these tremors of the
earth’s surface. The const region, ac-
cording to this writer, was newer than

was therefore settling. He sald peo-
ple should feel no alarm, as nothing

Evidently the earth's crust In the

The most severe earthe unke
Francisco has known prior tlo the pﬁ
ent one was In 1808 Quite a little
damage resulted, though nothing re-
motely comparable to this. It was
1808 shakeup that was made famons

thing the genial Mark saw at that time
was the opening up of the celling of
his room, the lips of the orlfice work-
ing to and fro like a mouth and a brick
slipping through and beld 1o suspen-
alon, like one lone tooth on the jaw of
An old man,

The last earthquake that occurred in
San Franclsco was in January, 1900,
Several distinet shocks were felt early
. the mornlog, causing the vibration
of bulldings all over the city. The
chief bullding affected was the St
Nicholas hotel, which was severely
gshaken. The walls collapsed In cer-
talu parts of the structure, guests were
thrown out of thelr beds and furniture
was destroyed.

In 1004 there was a severe selsmic
disturbance In Tos Angeles, which was
felt throughout the ecity and for a
radius of several miles around.

Suceeeded Too Well,

The multimillionalre sits in gloomy
and lonely grandeur in the heart of hls
vast forest preserve.

“It's a mistake,” he sighs. “I went
too far. Now that I have bought up all
the land for forty miles in each diree-
tion and bave fenced In the property
not a soul can come arognd to see how
I am enjoying my money. I'll have to
induce some one to get out a court or
der compelling a road to be cut through
my property or I'll be as forgotten as
a hermit,”—Judge.

Orentures of Impulse,
“S8o you can't help stealing?" asked
the magistrate kindly.

“No, your honor; an impulse comes |

over me that I can't resist.” ‘
“Too bad, too bad! An impulse to
send you up for six months I8 getting
hold of me. There! It's got hold, Six
months; can't resist, Impulse Is & won~
derful thing."—Philadelphia Ledger,

Extremes,
Ida—-S8he hates Jack.
Belle—And why?
Ida—Becanse when he meets her he
always says, “There Is nothing like old
friends getting together.” B8he objects
to the “old."—Detroit Tribune,
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“Yes, I sent my uncle & telegram o

Wednesday to say 1 was coming |
wonder If he recelved It.”

“I reckon he d!da't, cos.1 seen hig

this momin', an' he Aldn't brag about

no telegram,”—Brookiyn Life,'

Often the Oase, '

Stella—Did you bave a good time st
Mrs, Chatterton's party#

Maude—~No; Mrs, Chatterton workeq
#o hard trylng to make her guests fee)
at ease that she made everybody un.
comfortable~Chleago Nowa,

“Well, Plunger has completely lost
his reputation,” observed Clubsky,

“It's a good thing,” sakl his friend,
“It was the most objectionable thing
about him."—Detroié Free Press,

Bellef,
“Do you belleve In trusts ™
“Well,” answered Benater Sorghum,

with thoughtful delibsration, “they ney-
er decelved me"~Washington Star,
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It's not much fun to seribble rhymes and
ladle humor out )

to write about.

And when a man for years has had this
sort of thing to do,

It's very, very hard to “ﬂ & theme that's
new., i

Tho Welocome Guent,

Who s he? The man whe calle
a woman when he fa at e very
and who naver stays too long,
that mesculine | ore knew the
that lies {0 an extra half. hour!
her own home and to recelve
cate compliment of a personal
unless two ‘bave the
or are e ito be married
about to be) any call that lasts: _
hour ts filled with dire threatenings.
“1'know two men,” sighed a young wo-
man to her best friend, ) are both
handsome, Intelligent, ous and
altogether delightfol. One comés ut
0dd Intervals and stays 11 o’clock.
Helgho! The other perlodical:
ly, chats, laughs, tells’ the news—and
leaves In half an hour. T ghtidder when
tbe,ﬂntwmunndmm‘lhm
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by Mark Twaln, The most surprising

L8 1 0 S A RS
A _4 o “I'f(:‘,-'l"."“{.ilu1‘ -
“ ]

oo
i
Xig™,

SRR

When one is wholly at & loss for things




